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COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

PROCESSIONAL ... Selected Marches ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ The Manchester Pipe Band

A CALL TO ORDER �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Marc R. Forster
Henry B. Plant Professor of History and College Marshal

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND A CALL TO COMMUNITY ��������������������������������������������������������  Nakia Hamlett
William Meredith Assistant Professor of Psychology and 

Interim Dean of Institutional Equity and Inclusion

OPENING REMARKS ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Debo P. Adegbile ’91
Chair, Connecticut College Board of Trustees

SENIOR CLASS SPEAKER ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Mehin Suleiman ’23

PRESENTATION OF THE OAKES AND LOUISE AMES PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������  R. Danielle Egan
Dean of the Faculty, Fuller-Maathai Professor of Gender, 

Sexuality and Intersectionality Studies

PRESENTATION OF ANNA LORD STRAUSS MEDAL ������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Erika J. Smith
Dean of the College

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREE ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Debo P. Adegbile ’91
Karen D. Quint ’87

Vice Chair, Connecticut College Board of Trustees

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sally Susman ’84

CONFERRING OF DEGREES ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Erika J. Smith
Ann Livingston Schenk

Associate Dean of the College and Dean for Juniors, Seniors and Transfers
Marc R. Forster

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WELCOME ������������������������������������������������������������������������������  I.H. “Chip” Clothier V ’79 P’10
President, Board of Directors, Connecticut College Alumni Association

CLOSING REMARKS ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Debo P. Adegbile ’91

CLOSING REFLECTION������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Rev. Stephanie Haskins
Director of Religious and Spiritual Programs and College Chaplain 

ALMA MATER �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� William Martin Ferguson ’23
Sophie Maria Hage ’23
New London Big Band

Sign Language Interpreters: Joy Valenti and Maureen Miniter
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Debo P. Adegbile ’91 is a partner in the Government and 
Regulatory Litigation Group at the global law firm Wilmer 
Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP, where he represents 
a variety of corporate, municipal and not-for-profit clients, 
including colleges and universities, in trial and appellate 
courts and investigations. He chairs the firm’s antidiscrimi-
nation practice and serves on the firm’s Global Management, 
Partner Compensation, and firm-wide Executive Diversity 
and Inclusion Committees. He was also a member of the 
United States Commission on Civil Rights, on which he 
served a six-year term following his appointment by President 
Barack Obama in 2016. Until 2014, he was senior counsel to 
United States Senate Judiciary Chairman Patrick Leahy and 
previously served as acting president and director-counsel 
and director of litigation of the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. Adegbile twice defended the con-
stitutionality of core provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 in oral arguments before the United States Supreme 
Court and has testified before Congress several times. Prior 
to joining LDF, Adegbile was an associate at the law firm of 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison for seven years.
    Adegbile has taught classes at New York University 
School of Law and University of D.C. Law School, where 
he served as the Joe Rauh Chair in 2020. He is a member 
of the NYU School of Law Board of Trustees and vice chair 

CONNECTICUT COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR

Debo P. Adegbile ’91

of the Vera Institute for Justice Board of Trustees. He is the 
former chair of the Board of Trustees of the Manhattan 
Country School and serves on the Advisory Council of the 
Center for Democracy and Technology and the Policing 
Project Advisory Board at NYU Law School.
    At Connecticut College, Adegbile majored in govern-
ment and was awarded the Anna Lord Strauss Medal at 
Commencement in recognition of his outstanding work for 
the College and community. As a student, Adegbile was a 
member of the men’s soccer team and was involved with the 
Office of Volunteers for Community Service and student 
government and athletics advisory boards. He worked as an 
intern at New London High School and the New London 
Public Defender’s office, among other volunteer service. He 
earned a J.D. from New York University School of Law in 
1994. As an alumnus, Adegbile has served as a speaker at 
numerous events, including Convocation, Baccalaureate, 
Orientation, Camel Athletics Club, Reunion, the Agnes 
Gund ’60 Dialogue Project and the Elevate social justice 
project, and he has served as class agent and member of the 
prelaw advisory and young alumni committees, Forum, 
and on the Presidential and DIEI and Communications 
and Marketing VP search committees. He was awarded the 
Agnes Berkeley Leahy Award in recognition of his service to 
the College at Reunion 2011.
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HONORARY DEGREE

Sally Susman ’84

from Connecticut College with a B.A. in government and 
studied at the London School of Economics. Early in her 
career, she spent eight years on Capitol Hill focused on 
international trade issues, first as legislative assistant for the 
Senate Commerce Committee and later as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs in the 
Clinton Administration. Before joining Pfizer in 2007, she 
held senior roles in communications and government relations 
at The Estée Lauder Companies and American Express.
    Since graduating from Connecticut College, Susman 
has returned often to campus to speak with students 
about government, corporate ethics and gender in business 
and politics. Her visits are part of the Career Informed 
Learning initiative in Connections, designed to help 
students communicate, present and deliver robust solutions 
to complex problems by bringing real-life challenges into 
the classroom.
    In recognition of her lifelong commitment to learning 
and to promoting public understanding of health and 
science, the College is proud to confer upon Sally Susman 
the Degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, 
with gratitude and admiration for her advocacy of global 
public health, effective communications, and the values of 
academic excellence and student success.

Sally Susman ’84, executive vice president and chief corporate 
affairs officer at Pfizer and author of the new book Breaking 
Through: Communicating to Open Minds, Move Hearts, and 
Change the World, is a global leader in business, politics and 
civil society. 
    At Pfizer, Susman leads engagement with all of Pfizer’s 
external stakeholders overseeing communications, corporate 
responsibility, global policy, government relations, investor 
relations, patient advocacy and philanthropic activities 
around the world. She shapes policy around patient advocacy 
and advances the company’s efforts to improve global 
public health.
    Beyond Pfizer, Susman has served on numerous corpo-
rate and nonprofit boards, including the Board of Trustees 
at Connecticut College. She is a member of the board of 
UL Solutions, a global independent safety science company; 
and co-chair of the International Rescue Committee, one 
of the largest humanitarian aid organizations in the world. 
She is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 
In 2022, Forbes named her as one of the World’s Most Influ-
ential Chief Marketing Officers for leading Pfizer’s brand 
refresh and shaping the narrative around the company’s 
COVID-19 vaccine.
    Born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, Susman graduated 
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Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto, a botany major and music 
minor, is awarded the Oakes and Louise Ames Prize for his 
honors thesis, “Comparing Long-term Patterns of Spread 
of Native and Invasive Plants in a Successional Forest.” 
Yamamoto’s work uses advanced statistical analysis to study 
the patterns of spread for native and invasive (or non-native) 
plants over 70 years and draw important conclusions about 
invasive plant ecology. 
    The first study directly comparing patterns of spread of 
native and invasive species in a developing forest, Yamamoto’s 
research draws on a large long-term dataset recording the 
presence of specific plant species on permanently established 
plots within an unmanaged tract of land in the Connecticut 
College Arboretum. His thesis explores the relationships 
among the different variables that characterize each site, 
including soil quality, tree abundance, distance from trails or 
roads and light level, and the number of invasive versus native 
plants found there over time.
    One of Yamamoto’s overarching conclusions is that 
invasive plants appear to behave much like native plants in 
terms of how they colonize a new area, despite a common 
theory among scientists that invasive plants are fundamen-
tally different in their colonization patterns. Yamamoto found 

invasive plants did not appear to spread farther or occur 
in areas with more light than native plants, nor were they 
invading a wider variety of sites than native plants. Another 
key finding is that the initial age of a forest was the most 
important factor for native species and even more so for 
invasive species—even when controlling for factors such as 
light availability that vary with forest age. The study results 
will be submitted for publication in the journal Oecologia 
this summer, and Yamamoto will present his findings at the 
Botanical Society of America’s annual research conference in 
Boise, Idaho, in July.
    Associate Professor of Botany and Environmental 
Studies Chad Jones, who served as Yamamoto’s thesis adviser 
and nominated him for the Ames Prize, called Yamamoto’s 
work “the best conceived and executed undergraduate thesis 
that I have ever read,” adding that it demonstrates Yamamoto’s 
superior ability and skills throughout the entire scientific 
process, including hypothesis development, data collection, 
analysis and interpretation.
    “Forests are not as resistant to invasion as previously 
thought, and this research contains significant results that will 
help us better understand how and why invasive species are 
spreading in northeastern forests,” Jones said.

Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto ’23

THE OAKES AND LOUISE AMES PRIZE

The Oakes and Louise Ames Prize, named for a president emeritus of the College and 
his wife, is given to a graduating senior who has completed the year’s most outstanding 
honors study. The prize is offered by the trustees in recognition of the quality of academic 
achievement that Oakes and Louise Ames fostered during their 14 years of service to 
Connecticut College.
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THE ANNA LORD STRAUSS MEDAL

Anna Lord Strauss, a remarkable woman, was national president of the League of Women 
Voters, held five presidential appointments to national and international committees and 
missions, and served Connecticut College as a trustee for the extraordinary term of 32 years. 
The Anna Lord Strauss Medal is presented in her honor to the graduating senior who has 
done outstanding work in public or community service, including service to the College.

Crystal Hernandez ’23 

The 2023 Anna Lord Strauss Medal is awarded to scholar-
activist Crystal Hernandez ’23, a sociology; gender, sexuality 
and intersectionality studies; and Hispanic studies triple 
major from Houston, Texas. 
    Hernandez has an extensive history of volunteer and 
advocacy work addressing issues ranging from women’s 
equity and empowerment to immigration reform at the 
campus, local and national levels. In her home city of 
Houston, Hernandez advocated for bipartisan immigration 
reform while conducting research and outreach on the legal 
and electoral frameworks needed to achieve changes to 
immigration policy. In an effort to include more Spanish-
speaking and immigrant communities in U.S. political 
systems, she interned with the U.S. Census Bureau’s Research 
and Methodology Directorate and used her skills in Spanish 
and qualitative research to improve census questionnaires 
for Spanish speakers. As an intern for Houston’s SUSTAIN 
Wellbeing COMPASS Coordinating Center, Hernandez 
conducted research and developed educational materials 
around HIV/AIDS prevention and awareness in the state. 
She served as an EMERGE fellow at Houston Community 
College, where she helped first-generation college students 
transition from secondary to higher education and provided 
mentorship and guidance to new students. She also supported 
Spanish language justice and inclusion within Houston 
Independent Schools.
    Hernandez brought that same commitment to equity 
and social justice to the New London and Connecticut College 
communities. As a part of the Akomawt Education Initiative, 
a grassroots indigenous rights organization, Hernandez fought 
to ban Native American mascots in Connecticut high schools. 
Additionally, she participated in the local BOLD Network, 
designing intersectional feminist curricula for young women’s 
empowerment and media literacy and collaborating with the 
organization on its strategic plan and long-term sustainability. 
    At Conn, Hernandez has continued to pioneer campus 

advocacy work around issues of identity, social justice and 
college transitions. She helped to found the Genesis Mentoring 
Program for New London High School students interested in 
college preparation, post-high school success, and personal 
exploration and development. She also served as a program 
coordinator and signature programming fellow for the Genesis 
Race and Ethnicity Programs, developing programming for 
first-generation and BIPOC students. 
    Hernandez has played many key roles within the College’s 
Division for Institutional Equity and Inclusion. She facilitated 
discussions for the Gund Dialogue Project, which promotes 
intergroup dialogue based on critical theory and experiential 
learning to increase intercultural awareness and appreciation 
throughout the college. She also interned for two years at the 
Center for the Critical Study of Race and Ethnicity (CCSRE), 
where she developed strategies to increase the presence of 
CCSRE on campus and developed and facilitated CCSRE 
programming in partnership with student organizations and 
academic departments. She has also volunteered for the Office 
of Sexual Violence Prevention and Advocacy as a SafetyNet 
peer educator and is a member of Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicano de Aztlán, an organization promoting Chicano unity 
through political action, culture and history; of Las Voces 
Unidas; and the Women of Color Collective. 
    In her coursework, Hernandez has achieved Dean’s 
Highest Honors and researched historic discrimination against 
flight attendants in the United States, fertility care for women 
of color and LGBTQIA+ issues on college campuses. She has 
presented her work to the New York Health Department, the 
Sylvia Rivera Law Project and the Trevor Project. In 2022, 
Hernandez received the prestigious Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship in support of her studies abroad in 
Ciudad Real, Spain. Earlier this weekend, she was inducted 
into Phi Beta Kappa, Delta of Connecticut Chapter.
    A consummate leader, scholar and changemaker, 
Hernandez is most deserving of this prestigious honor. 
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Hannah Rose Q.J Ackerman

Allesandra Jrewlicia Adams 10

Madeline Beatrice Adams-Gurowitz

Camila Cristina Adrianzén Yndigoyen

Nouman Ahmed

Gjina Ahmetaj 10

Sabrina C Akbar

Brandon John Allen

Hugh McIlhenny Allen

Lea Almasso

Moqu Alqudah

Aurelio Victor Alvarez

Edgar Jossue Alvarez 10

Isabella Amaro Varas

Hisa Margarita Amaya 10

Vaughn Eleanor Ammon 6

Sarah Emily Anderson

Sebastian Arango Chiquillo 10

Muhammad Aayiz Arif 10

Madison Catherine Arnold

Melissa Raquel Avilez López

Omid Azodi

Jessica Catherine Bailey

Deji Baizhen 10

Jordan Francesca Barbagallo

Sophia Eleanor Barr

Taryn Frances Barrett

Sophia Elisa Baziotis

Adrian Michael High Beckford

William Michael Bedford 6

Grace Dorothy Begin

Margaret Costello Benson

Laila Tasneem Bera 8,10

Benjamin Douglas Berggren

Emily Berkeley 10

Jaron Arden Bernard 7

Brynnen Eleanor Bernstein

Yisake Tadele Beyene

Kathryn Elizabeth Bird 6

Yeabkal Tadesse Biru

Wyatt Charles Blackshaw

Alexa Rose Blaney 10

Sophie Rose Bodager

Alyssa Marcelle Bodmer

Sophia Anna Bodor

Malcolm Sutcliffe Bohan 8

Hannah Ashley Boldt

Eleanor Rose Bowen

Joseph Douglas Bradley

Anuheaokalani Noriko Breeden

Taliah Broadus 10

Dylan Francis Bronowich

Morgan Elizabeth Bronstein

Annika Brown

Ted George Brown

William Weston Bryant

Lucy Garrigan Buchanan

Caroline Mary Buckley

Meara Marie Burns

Jean-Michel Louis Bus 6

Ryan Cabrera

Nora Grace Cahill

Kathryn Frances Campbell

Angela Cao 10

Michael Card

Clayton Gregory Carter

Matthew David Carter

Tessa Carvalho 10

Veronica Lauren Castellano

Carly Rose Centanni

King Wah Gabriel Chan

Phillip Kulangara Chandy

Joshuah Robert Chapman

Mariah Webster Charland

Younghoon Choi

Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen

Kelley Rose Ciotti

John Sylvester Clark 7

Melanie Elizabeth Conca

Blake Rita Coppola

Angel Sebastian Cordero Jr. 10

Stephanie Marie Corrales 10

Megan Elisabeth Cosgrove

Amelia Charlotte Courtenay-Bishop

Gabriel Haynes Crane

Adriana Mirela Cretu

Laird Laszlo Criner

Molly Katherine Cronin

Sam Cuda 6

Julia Mae Curran

CLASS OF TWO THOUSAND TWENTY THREE
DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS
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Isabelle Louise Custer

Mia Michelle Dalton 7

Sarah Lynn Daly

Mahdia Daqiq

Andrew Jake Dawson

Jillian Dean

Kylie R Decas

Sbidag Demerjian 10

Emmanuel George Despines

Nathalie Diaz-Troncoso 10

Lauren Paige DiCamillo 1

Anthony John DiCesare

Lia Kein Dietrich

Emma Mountford Diianni

Augustin Djerdjaj 6,10

Thuy Trang Do

Nhi Thúy Ðoàn

Anahi Dominguez 10

Makena Lee Doran

Quincy Susannah Dowling

Bruce Robert Doyle III

Emily Anne Driscoll

Zoe Pauline Dubelier

CJ Trust Duncan 10

Roman Alexander Dutkewych

Yesmeen M Elgabori 10

Elizabeth Mae Emerson

Olivia Debra Engelfried 10

Lucille McCullough Englehardt

Joshua Estrada 10

Peter John Evangelista

Heather Christie Evered

Claire Kennedy Fadness

Hailey Sage Fahey

William Martin Ferguson 6

Payton Elizabeth Ferris 10

Fiona Rose Ferry

Chase Douglas Fichtner 6

Evan Michael Fields 6

Ilesia Persia Finch 10

Anya Fitzgerald

Grace Keelin Flaherty

Mary Charlotte Flathers

Hannah Stebbins Foley 7

Mark Edward Formisano 5

Eric Patrick Fournier

Sean Benjamin Fox

Jonathan Bjerkander Fraga

Cassandra Maher Franklin 1,6

Julia Morgan Frazee

Cara Zoe Fried 4

Samantha Fuss 6

Caleb Rittenhouse Gallagher

Samuel Gardiner 1,5,7

Alejandro Garibo 10

Sean Michael Geisler

Benjamin Sean Gelfond

Anna Gersamia 6

Tyler Michael Giorgio 6

Joshua Reppert Glaser

Abigail Gleeson-Feldman

Hannah Elyse Gonzalez 10

Leslie Giselle Gonzalez 10

Ricardo Villanueva Gonzalez IV

Lane Davis Graver

Elise Lucille Graves

Nick Gribbins

Miles Nathaniel Griffin

Myriam Gruber

Katherine Bette Gunderman

Alyssa Isabel Gutierrez

Michelle Anna Gutowski 10

Samuel Hamilton Guy

Hien Thu Ha 6

Katherine Louise Haas

Emily Lucille Hackett 10

Sophie Maria Hage

Caleb Hajian

Junhyung Han 5,10

Lien Febus Har

Arisa Hara

Sophia Marie Hartley

Kendrick Holmes Hawkins

Walter Edward Henry 6

Allison Elizabeth Hermansen 8

Crystal Hernandez 10

Edward Randolph Hixson

Rémie Leone Hochman

Victoria Grace Hodgkinson

Ellie Hollo

Megan Elise Hrinda

Jillian Witt Hughes

Dashiell Wyatt Hunter 6

Juan Antonio Hurtado Jr.

Sophia Anna Iovieno

Ceci Iriondo
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Anjolys Francesca Irizarry 1,6,10

Jaime Eleanor Jackson

Christian Fred Jacobsen

Yu Jiang 1

Hannah May Jones

Samantha Ann Jones

Benjamin Folmer Jorgensen-Duffy

Wood-May Denson Joseph 10

Gabriel Miles Josephs 6

Daniel Martin Kalimian

Admirabilis Kalolella Jr.

Caroline Grace Karakey

Michael John Kassis

Camden Kennedy

Malina Kern

Adham Khalifa

Ashlie Elizabeth Killen

Won June Kim 5

Denise Frances Kinas

Kidist Beshawerd Konchu 10

Helen Ruth Kondon

May Kotsen

Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez

Halle Louise Kuszmar

Sophie Anne Elizabeth Kyle 10

Ruby Delilah Lambrecht

Chau Minh Le

Jason Gordon Ledoux

Christina Michele Leduc

Julien Emmanuel Legros

Madison Elizabeth Lehr

Abigail Lenox

John Carlo Letizia

Bela Rachel Levine-Press

Zixin Lin 6

Malissa Lindsey 10

Patrick Campbell Linehan 6,8

Dale Meneely Lippincott

Kai Silton Listgarten

Jennifer Michelle LLigui 10

Mitchell John Lockwood

Emma Kate Lombardo

Jeffrey Tsegaye Love

Mia Jaclyn Lowy

Makena Kathryn Lurie

Bennett Joseph MacDougall

Brian Edward MacSweeney

Erica Marie MacSweeney

Caleb T Macenka

Tyler B Maguire

Samuel George Maidenberg

Nile Mansoor 6

Abby Grace Marchand

Madison Margaret Marcum

Nicolette Marino

Caoimhe Evelyn Lyons Markey 8

Claudia Lucía Marmelo 7

Kerri A Maron

Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes

Maylin Martinez 10

Talicia Martins 10

Teagan Natalie Masson 7

Kelly Elizabeth Matthews

Augustus Robert Mazzocca IV

Wylie Elizabeth McCann

Caitlin Searles McCarthy

Sarah Abigail McCarthy

Samuel Austin McCormack

Katherine E McDaniel

John Patrick McGee

Matthew Joseph McGrath

Conner Joseph McKenna 6

Julia Joy Mecenas

Aria Nina Mendhekar

Miguel Mendiola 10

Tanya Marlena Mendoza 10

David Ariel Meneses Ontiveros

Hayley Catherine Minar

Anzhela Qiyobekovna Mirzoeva 10

Samuel Hamilton Mitchell

Brett Matthew Moccia 8

Aili MacLeod Moffet 10

Alireza Mohammadi 10

Musaid Mohammed 10

Theodora Alessandra Moldovan

Emily Frances Moore 8

Dominique Yvonne Frances Moran 2

Anne Perry Morgan

Benjamin Derris Murphy

Cian Nicholas Murphy 8

John Mwai Sr. 10

Hannah Marie Nadeau 8

James Tilghman Nalle

Elizabeth Kanta Nanavati

Sukrit Narang

Meera Narayanan-Pandit
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Sophia Elizabeth Naroian

Mia Makena Nelson

Corinne Chow Neumeyer

Minh Thi Thu Nguyen

Phuong Minh Nguyen 6

Philip A. Nicholson 6

Ken Einsten Betanyaoo Niyonkuru 1,10

Paige Julia Nolan

Emerson Norteman

Maximus Thor Notarnicola

Ntamubano Ciza Souzane 10

Molly Sarah O’Connell

Caroline Grace O’Keefe

Micaela Ting Zhou Yang O’Malley 6

Kenneth Offner

Princess Frempomaa Omane 10

Ana Smiler Ostrovsky

Harris Filips Padegs 6

Sarah Noelani Fubian Padilla

Mingyur Paldon 10

Michael James Paolella

Rachel Mi Jung Park

Mary McCord Parse

Sarah J. Pascucci

Ana Maria Pavic 10

Harriet Beth Peabody

Samantha Denise Pelletier 10

Natalie A Pelon

Rachael Saunders Pember

Hailey Patricia Pemberton

Timothy Victor Pesek

Mary Jane Peters

Camille Rose Phelan

Eric James Pica

Eloise Engeline Pieper 8

Nefertari Pierre-Louis

Grace Marie Piland

Oliver Jolliffe Pinyochon

Victoria Lynn Plaskon

Annabel Emme Powers

Olivia Elle Powers

Taylor Kenneson Pratt 6

Miya Keilani Preyer

Susanna Clare Procario-Foley

Sophie Rose Protano

Jacqueline Grace Marie Puda

Lev Pushel 1

Anthony James Quatieri 6,10

Georgia Grace Quesnelle

David Radic 1

Robert Hurst Radochia

Jared Francis Rainville 10

Benjamin Joseph Ramos

Eiman Rana

Herakles Damian Raptopoulos

Mohemmed Hassan Ali Rashid

Syed-Hasan Mohammad Raza

Ruth Kelsey Thresher Reischmann

Alexandra Dylan Remnitz

Charles Louis Reycroft 10

Mikaela Alexa Reyes 10

Sarai Milagros Reyes 10

Katarina Rebecca Reyna

Liam John Rimas

Kevin James Rissmiller

Scott Aaron Robbins

Alexis Morgan Robertson

Austin Michael Robertson

Miranda Robertson 8

Quincey R Robinson 10

Alexander Luis Robles

Samuel Benjamin Rodwin 1,8

Jaycie Dwyer Rojik

Frida Sabine Rosner

Eleanor Oldham Ross

Elora Roy

Jessica Morgan Rush

Mary Clare Rusnock

Moustafa Mahmoud Sabra 1

Alana Rose Safian

Isabel C Sanhueza 9

Kevin Patrick Scannell Jr.

Sydney Antoinette Schiavo

Maria Sell

Tiernan Kathleen Shea

Adam Yisrael Sherf

Jazmine Jo’ann Silva 10

Christina Y Singh 10

Emile Smigielski

Anna Grace Smith 10

Hannah Wendell Smith

Anamarie Sogade

William Carr St. John

Jonathan Chase Stanley 6

Patrick Robert Stapleton

Zoe Kathleen Stapp
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Harry Charles Steinharter

Marc Jacob Stern

Emma Catherine Storm

Clark Charles Strauss

Leonora Faith Báixue Strawbridge 8

Mehin Suleiman

Tali Rose Sureck

Anika May Svoboda

Christian Samuel Mason Tacchetti

Stephanie Kate Tamasi

Natalie Blue Taplin 8

Vivian Margaret Taylor

Kelly Anne Tiernan

Lana Joan Tilke

Alexandra Emily Larsen Tillinghast

Sanne Belle Touloukian

Tadeusz Kazimierz Trzewik-Quinn

Lukas Richard Uhler

Christina Mary Lael Van Dyke

Madeline Bihldorff Vanech 8

Olha Vasyliv

George Augustus Vaughn

John Venturelli

Christopher Robert Verstandig

Yeseri Johenny Vizcaino

Binh Le Nguyet Vo

Alice Volfson

Beatrice Allison Voorhees

Eloise Clair Wagner

Joseph James Walewski

Wenjie Wang 10

Emma Holbrook Weis

Avery Elizabeth White

Thomas Hale Whittemore 6

Anne Benton Wibbelsman

Abigail Anne Wieczorek

Amanda Diane Williams

Claire Lynn Williams

Fiona Jane Williams

Lauren Brinley Williamson

Kenison Chase Winton

Ana Gabrielle Woodruff

Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

Michael Alan Yan

Stephen William Yeonas 6

Emily Celestine Yorns

Yue Yu

Anna Nicole Zarzecki

Ryan John Zgombic

Alaine Zhang 10

1 In Absentia    2 Class President    3 Class of 2017    4 Class of 2020    5 Class of 2021
6 Class of 2022    7 Completion of degree requirements expected Summer 2023
8 Diploma presented by alumni/faculty/staff/trustee relative    9 Awarded Posthumously    10 First-generation graduate
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SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Gjina Ahmetaj
Sophia Eleanor Barr
Yisake Tadele Beyene
Lucy Garrigan Buchanan
Nora Grace Cahill
Matthew David Carter
Tessa Carvalho
Carly Rose Centanni
Adriana Mirela Cretu
Lauren Paige DiCamillo
Anthony John DiCesare
Lia Kein Dietrich
Emily Anne Driscoll
Grace Keelin Flaherty
Katherine Louise Haas
Emily Lucille Hackett

Junhyung Han
Sophia Marie Hartley
Crystal Hernandez
Megan Elise Hrinda
Caroline Grace Karakey
May Kotsen
Halle Louise Kuszmar
Chau Minh Le
Emma Kate Lombardo
Mia Jaclyn Lowy
Makena Kathryn Lurie
Wylie Elizabeth McCann
Theodora Alessandra Moldovan
Minh Thi Thu Nguyen
Taylor Kenneson Pratt
Susanna Clare Procario-Foley

Sophie Rose Protano
Syed-Hasan Mohammad Raza
Liam John Rimas
Kevin James Rissmiller
Alexis Morgan Robertson
Sydney Antoinette Schiavo
Maria Sell
Hannah Wendell Smith
Zoe Kathleen Stapp
Clark Charles Strauss
Tali Rose Sureck
Lana Joan Tilke
Binh Le Nguyet Vo
Beatrice Allison Voorhees
Emma Holbrook Weis
Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Isabella Amaro Varas
Vaughn Eleanor Ammon
Emily Berkeley
Alyssa Marcelle Bodmer
Annika Brown
Kathryn Frances Campbell
Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen
Kelley Rose Ciotti
Julia Mae Curran
Emmanuel George Despines
Emma Mountford Diianni
Nhi Thúy Ðoàn
Zoe Pauline Dubelier
Lucille McCullough Englehardt
Claire Kennedy Fadness
Jonathan Bjerkander Fraga
Julia Morgan Frazee
Miles Nathaniel Griffin
Sophie Maria Hage
Kendrick Holmes Hawkins
Sophia Anna Iovieno

Jaime Eleanor Jackson
Samantha Ann Jones
Gabriel Miles Josephs
Denise Frances Kinas
Ruby Delilah Lambrecht
Madison Elizabeth Lehr
Zixin Lin
Malissa Lindsey
Dale Meneely Lippincott
Caleb T Macenka
Erica Marie MacSweeney
Tyler B Maguire
Nicolette Marino
Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes
Talicia Martins
Julia Joy Mecenas
Aria Nina Mendhekar
Anzhela Qiyobekovna Mirzoeva
Emily Frances Moore
Anne Perry Morgan
Sukrit Narang

Phuong Minh Nguyen
Emerson Norteman
Molly Sarah O’Connell
Harriet Beth Peabody
Camille Rose Phelan
Eloise Engeline Pieper
Annabel Emme Powers
Lev Pushel
Georgia Grace Quesnelle
David Radic
Austin Michael Robertson
Eleanor Oldham Ross
Jessica Morgan Rush
Alana Rose Safian
Leonora Faith Báixue Strawbridge
Madeline Bihldorff Vanech
Olha Vasyliv
Wenjie Wang
Claire Lynn Williams
Yue Yu
Anna Nicole Zarzecki

CUM LAUDE
Hannah Rose Q.J Ackerman
Madeline Beatrice Adams-Gurowitz
Sabrina C Akbar
Brandon John Allen
Lea Almasso
Sarah Emily Anderson
Muhammad Aayiz Arif
Melissa Raquel Avilez López

Hannah Ashley Boldt
Angela Cao
King Wah Gabriel Chan
Younghoon Choi
Stephanie Marie Corrales
Megan Elisabeth Cosgrove
Molly Katherine Cronin
Isabelle Louise Custer

Jillian Dean
Sbidag Demerjian
Thuy Trang Do
Makena Lee Doran
Quincy Susannah Dowling
Yesmeen M Elgabori
Joshua Estrada
Heather Christie Evered
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CUM LAUDE (Cont’d.)

Payton Elizabeth Ferris
Ilesia Persia Finch
Sean Benjamin Fox
Cassandra Maher Franklin
Samantha Fuss
Hannah Elyse Gonzalez
Ricardo Villanueva Gonzalez IV
Nick Gribbins
Katherine Bette Gunderman
Lien Febus Har
Allison Elizabeth Hermansen
Rémie Leone Hochman
Victoria Grace Hodgkinson
Ellie Hollo
Jillian Witt Hughes
Hannah May Jones
Benjamin Folmer Jorgensen-Duffy
Admirabilis Kalolella Jr.
Malina Kern
Won June Kim
Kidist Beshawerd Konchu
Helen Ruth Kondon
Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez
Jason Gordon Ledoux

Jennifer Michelle LLigui
Caoimhe Evelyn Lyons Markey
Caitlin Searles McCarthy
Sarah Abigail McCarthy
Matthew Joseph McGrath
Samuel Hamilton Mitchell
Alireza Mohammadi
Dominique Yvonne Frances Moran
Benjamin Derris Murphy
John Mwai Sr.
Meera Narayanan-Pandit
Mia Makena Nelson
Corinne Chow Neumeyer
Philip A. Nicholson
Paige Julia Nolan
Ana Smiler Ostrovsky
Sarah Noelani Fubian Padilla
Mingyur Paldon
Michael James Paolella
Ana Maria Pavic
Samantha Denise Pelletier
Natalie A Pelon
Rachael Saunders Pember
Timothy Victor Pesek

Grace Marie Piland
Victoria Lynn Plaskon
Miya Keilani Preyer
Jared Francis Rainville
Benjamin Joseph Ramos
Scott Aaron Robbins
Quincey R Robinson
Samuel Benjamin Rodwin
Tiernan Kathleen Shea
Adam Yisrael Sherf
Christina Y Singh
Emile Smigielski
Anamarie Sogade
Jonathan Chase Stanley
Emma Catherine Storm
Anika May Svoboda
Stephanie Kate Tamasi
Natalie Blue Taplin
Vivian Margaret Taylor
Alice Volfson
Amanda Diane Williams
Lauren Brinley Williamson
Ryan John Zgombic
Alaine Zhang

COMMENCEMENT HONORS
HONORS STUDY AND DISTINCTION IN THE MAJOR FIELD

Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes – English
Benjamin Derris Murphy – History
Samantha Denise Pelletier – Botany
Rachael Saunders Pember – Psychology
Susanna Clare Procario-Foley – Dance
Lev Pushel – History
Kevin James Rissmiller – Government
Elora Roy – English
Jessica Morgan Rush – English & French
Kevin Patrick Scannell Jr. – History
Hannah Wendell Smith – Art
Zoe Kathleen Stapp – English
Harry Charles Steinharter – Psychology
Clark Charles Strauss – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Mehin Suleiman – Hispanic Studies
Olha Vasyliv – French
Binh Le Nguyet Vo – ACS Certified-Chem/Biochem
Alice Volfson – Slavic Studies
Beatrice Allison Voorhees – Slavic Studies
Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto – Botany

Melissa Raquel Avilez López – Quant Econ & 
 Econometrics

Sophia Eleanor Barr – Neuroscience
Emily Berkeley – Psychology
Annika Brown – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Nora Grace Cahill – English
Matthew David Carter – Physics
King Wah Gabriel Chan – Computer Science
Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen – Dance
Adriana Mirela Cretu – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Jillian Dean – Neuroscience
Nhi Thúy Ðoàn – Neuroscience
Zoe Pauline Dubelier – History
Grace Keelin Flaherty – Psychology
Nick Gribbins – German Studies
Emily Lucille Hackett – Slavic Studies
Sophie Maria Hage – Music
Megan Elise Hrinda – Psychology
May Kotsen – History
Dale Meneely Lippincott – Dance
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COMMENCEMENT HONORS
HONORS STUDY IN THE MAJOR FIELD

Anuheaokalani Noriko Breeden – East Asian Studies
Quincy Susannah Dowling – Biological Sciences

Caoimhe Evelyn Lyons Markey – English
Joseph James Walewski – Computer Science

COMMENCEMENT HONORS
DISTINCTION IN THE MAJOR FIELD

Hannah Rose Q.J Ackerman – Educational Studies & 
Human Development

Allesandra Jrewlicia Adams – Africana Studies & 
Educational Studies

Madeline Beatrice Adams-Gurowitz – Psychology
Camila Cristina Adrianzén Yndigoyen – Educational Studies
Nouman Ahmed – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Gjina Ahmetaj – Biochem/Cell/Molecular & Neuroscience
Sabrina C Akbar – Government
Brandon John Allen – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Lea Almasso – English & Film Studies
Moqu Alqudah – Dance
Edgar Jossue Alvarez – Sociology
Isabella Amaro Varas – French & International Relations
Hisa Margarita Amaya – English
Vaughn Eleanor Ammon – American Studies & Government
Sarah Emily Anderson – Environmental Studies
Muhammad Aayiz Arif – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Jessica Catherine Bailey – Music, Sound, and Technology
Jordan Francesca Barbagallo – Government
Sophia Eleanor Barr – Dance
Sophia Elisa Baziotis – Educational Studies
Laila Tasneem Bera – International Relations
Yisake Tadele Beyene – Computer Science & Quant Econ & 

Econometrics
Kathryn Elizabeth Bird – Art
Sophie Rose Bodager – Educational Studies
Alyssa Marcelle Bodmer – Dance & Neuroscience
Hannah Ashley Boldt – Biological Sciences
Anuheaokalani Noriko Breeden – Anthropology
Annika Brown – Human Development
Ted George Brown – Architectural Studies
William Weston Bryant – History & Music Studies
Lucy Garrigan Buchanan – Art History
Nora Grace Cahill – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds
Kathryn Frances Campbell – Economics

Angela Cao – Educational Studies & Human Development
Clayton Gregory Carter – Computer Science
Tessa Carvalho – Environmental Studies
Carly Rose Centanni – Educational Studies & Psychology
King Wah Gabriel Chan – Mathematics
Joshuah Robert Chapman – Computer Science
Younghoon Choi – Computer Science
Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen – English
Kelley Rose Ciotti – American Studies & Government
Stephanie Marie Corrales – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds 

& Sociology
Megan Elisabeth Cosgrove – Psychology
Amelia Charlotte Courtenay-Bishop – Art
Molly Katherine Cronin – Sociology
Julia Mae Curran – Mathematics
Sarah Lynn Daly – Neuroscience
Mahdia Daqiq – Computer Science
Sbidag Demerjian – East Asian Studies & International 

Relations & Quant Econ & Econometrics
Emmanuel George Despines – Neuroscience
Lauren Paige DiCamillo – Film Studies
Anthony John DiCesare – Economics
Lia Kein Dietrich – Psychology
Emma Mountford Diianni – Economics
Thuy Trang Do – Computer Science
Makena Lee Doran – Sociology
Emily Anne Driscoll – Anthropology
Zoe Pauline Dubelier – Government
Yesmeen M Elgabori – Biological Sciences
Lucille McCullough Englehardt – Anthropology & English
Joshua Estrada – English & Film Studies
Heather Christie Evered – Psychology
Claire Kennedy Fadness – Art & Art History
William Martin Ferguson – Music, Sound, and  

Technology
Payton Elizabeth Ferris – English & Film Studies 
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Fiona Rose Ferry – Architectural Studies & Music, Sound, 
and Technology

Ilesia Persia Finch – Africana Studies & Psychology
Anya Fitzgerald – Computer Science
Grace Keelin Flaherty – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds
Mary Charlotte Flathers – Government
Eric Patrick Fournier – Neuroscience
Jonathan Bjerkander Fraga – Economics
Julia Morgan Frazee – Psychology
Samantha Fuss – Botany
Tyler Michael Giorgio – Music Studies & Quant Econ & 

Econometrics
Abigail Gleeson-Feldman – Economics
Hannah Elyse Gonzalez – Government
Ricardo Villanueva Gonzalez IV – Hispanic Studies & 

Latin American/Latino Studies & Music, Sound, and 
Technology

Nick Gribbins – Government
Miles Nathaniel Griffin – Music, Sound, and Technology 

& Physics
Katherine Bette Gunderman – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction 

Stds & Sociology
Alyssa Isabel Gutierrez – Dance
Hien Thu Ha – Computer Science
Katherine Louise Haas – Sociology
Emily Lucille Hackett – International Relations
Sophie Maria Hage – Psychology
Caleb Hajian – Art
Junhyung Han – Neuroscience & Philosophy
Lien Febus Har – Computer Science
Arisa Hara – Dance
Sophia Marie Hartley – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Kendrick Holmes Hawkins – Art History
Allison Elizabeth Hermansen – Government
Crystal Hernandez – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds & 

Hispanic Studies & Sociology
Rémie Leone Hochman – Philosophy
Victoria Grace Hodgkinson – Economics & International 

Relations
Jillian Witt Hughes – Student-Designed Interdscplnry
Sophia Anna Iovieno – Neuroscience
Jaime Eleanor Jackson – Film Studies
Hannah May Jones – Environmental Studies
Samantha Ann Jones – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds
Benjamin Folmer Jorgensen-Duffy – Educational Studies
Wood-May Denson Joseph – Theater
Gabriel Miles Josephs – Psychology
Admirabilis Kalolella Jr. – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Caroline Grace Karakey – Art

Malina Kern – Psychology
Won June Kim – Art
Denise Frances Kinas – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Kidist Beshawerd Konchu – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Helen Ruth Kondon – Neuroscience
May Kotsen – American Studies
Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez – French & Psychology
Halle Louise Kuszmar – Psychology
Sophie Anne Elizabeth Kyle – Anthropology
Ruby Delilah Lambrecht – Sociology
Chau Minh Le – Computer Science
Jason Gordon Ledoux – Classics
Madison Elizabeth Lehr – Psychology
John Carlo Letizia – English
Bela Rachel Levine-Press – Psychology
Zixin Lin – Art & Botany
Malissa Lindsey – Sociology
Dale Meneely Lippincott – Neuroscience
Emma Kate Lombardo – Psychology & Sociology
Mia Jaclyn Lowy – Sociology
Makena Kathryn Lurie – Anthropology & English
Bennett Joseph MacDougall – Economics
Caleb T Macenka – History
Brian Edward MacSweeney – Computer Science
Erica Marie MacSweeney – International Relations
Tyler B Maguire – Computer Science
Nicolette Marino – Economics
Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes – Dance
Talicia Martins – English & Philosophy
Kelly Elizabeth Matthews – Psychology & Sociology
Wylie Elizabeth McCann – English & Theater
Caitlin Searles McCarthy – Film Studies
Sarah Abigail McCarthy – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Matthew Joseph McGrath – Economics
Julia Joy Mecenas – English & Italian Studies
Aria Nina Mendhekar – Architectural Studies & Computer 

Science
Tanya Marlena Mendoza – Africana Studies
Anzhela Qiyobekovna Mirzoeva – International Relations 

& Quant Econ & Econometrics
Samuel Hamilton Mitchell – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Alireza Mohammadi – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Musaid Mohammed – International Relations
Theodora Alessandra Moldovan – Statistics and Data 

Science
Emily Frances Moore – Dance & Psychology
Dominique Yvonne Frances Moran – American Studies & 

Dance
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Anne Perry Morgan – German Studies & Government  
& History

Benjamin Derris Murphy – International Relations
Cian Nicholas Murphy – Environmental Studies
John Mwai Sr. – Computer Science
James Tilghman Nalle – Film Studies
Sukrit Narang – Mathematics
Meera Narayanan-Pandit – Environmental Studies
Mia Makena Nelson – Psychology
Corinne Chow Neumeyer – Neuroscience
Minh Thi Thu Nguyen – Computer Science & Economics  

& Mathematics & Statistics & Data Science
Phuong Minh Nguyen – Computer Science & Quant Econ 

& Econometrics
Philip A. Nicholson – Philosophy
Paige Julia Nolan – Environmental Studies
Emerson Norteman – Anthropology
Molly Sarah O’Connell – Neuroscience
Kenneth Offner – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Ana Smiler Ostrovsky – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds
Harris Filips Padegs – Psychology
Sarah Noelani Fubian Padilla – Biological Sciences
Mingyur Paldon – Human Development & International 

Relations
Ana Maria Pavic – Educational Studies & Human 

Development
Harriet Beth Peabody – Psychology
Natalie A Pelon – Neuroscience
Timothy Victor Pesek – Environmental Studies
Camille Rose Phelan – Psychology
Eloise Engeline Pieper – Biological Sciences
Victoria Lynn Plaskon – Physics
Annabel Emme Powers – Sociology
Taylor Kenneson Pratt – American Studies & Sociology
Miya Keilani Preyer – English & Government
Sophie Rose Protano – Environmental Studies & Sociology
Jacqueline Grace Marie Puda – Psychology
Georgia Grace Quesnelle – Biological Sciences
David Radic – German Studies & History
Benjamin Joseph Ramos – Economics & Educational Studies
Herakles Damian Raptopoulos – Sociology
Syed-Hasan Mohammad Raza – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Mikaela Alexa Reyes – Film Studies
Liam John Rimas – Environmental Studies
Scott Aaron Robbins – Economics
Alexis Morgan Robertson – Dance
Austin Michael Robertson – Anthropology & Government
Quincey R Robinson – Gendr, Sexualty, Intrsction Stds
Samuel Benjamin Rodwin – Psychology

Jaycie Dwyer Rojik – Neuroscience
Eleanor Oldham Ross – Hispanic Studies
Elora Roy – Neuroscience
Alana Rose Safian – Art
Kevin Patrick Scannell Jr. – Anthropology
Sydney Antoinette Schiavo – Art & Classics
Maria Sell – American Studies
Tiernan Kathleen Shea – Human Development &  

Psychology
Adam Yisrael Sherf – Government
Jazmine Jo’ann Silva – Psychology
Emile Smigielski – Philosophy
Anna Grace Smith – English
Hannah Wendell Smith – Art History
Anamarie Sogade – Psychology
William Carr St. John – Italian Studies
Jonathan Chase Stanley – Philosophy
Emma Catherine Storm – Psychology
Leonora Faith Báixue Strawbridge – Psychology
Tali Rose Sureck – Dance & Psychology
Anika May Svoboda – Economics
Stephanie Kate Tamasi – Psychology
Natalie Blue Taplin – Art
Lana Joan Tilke – Physics
Sanne Belle Touloukian – Educational Studies
Madeline Bihldorff Vanech – Government
Olha Vasyliv – Sociology
Yeseri Johenny Vizcaino – Dance
Alice Volfson – Government
Beatrice Allison Voorhees – History
Joseph James Walewski – Biochem/Cell/Molecular
Wenjie Wang – Computer Science & Statistics and Data 

Science
Emma Holbrook Weis – Environmental Studies
Avery Elizabeth White – Sociology
Thomas Hale Whittemore – Economics
Abigail Anne Wieczorek – Psychology
Amanda Diane Williams – Economics & Environmental 

Studies
Claire Lynn Williams – Environmental Studies
Fiona Jane Williams – Psychology
Lauren Brinley Williamson – International Relations & 

Philosophy
Kenison Chase Winton – International Relations
Yue Yu – Quant Econ & Econometrics
Anna Nicole Zarzecki – Dance & Psychology
Ryan John Zgombic – Computer Science & Philosophy
Alaine Zhang – Biological Sciences
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ACS UNDERGRADUATE AWARD IN ORGANIC CHEMISTRY ���������������������������������������������������� Binh Le Nguyet Vo

ACS UNDERGRADUATE AWARD IN PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY ��������������������������������������������  Katarina Rebecca Reyna

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY CONNECTICUT VALLEY SECTION AWARD ��������������� Clark Charles Strauss

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY DIVISION OF 
      ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Kelly Anne Tiernan

AMERICAN STUDIES PRIZE FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
      INTERDISCIPLINARY WRITING ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Taylor Kenneson Pratt

AMMERMAN CENTER BRIDGET BAIRD AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������ Brynnen Eleanor Bernstein
Lana Joan Tilke

AMMERMAN CENTER SMALLEY/ZAHLER AWARD ��������������������������������������������������������������������������  Moqu Alqudah
Theodora Alessandra Moldovan

ANIQUE ’17 ART PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Caroline Grace Karakey

ANITA AND EUGENE TEHENNEPE PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Emile Smigielski

ANN SLOAN DEVLIN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
      RESEARCH METHODS ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Alyssa Marcelle Bodmer

ANTHONY FRANCIS NELSON MEMORIAL PRIZE ���������������������������������������������������������  Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

ANTONIO REBOLLEDO MEMORIAL PRIZE �������������������������������������������������������������  Ricardo Villanueva Gonzalez IV
Eleanor Oldham Ross

Mehin Suleiman

ARABIC STUDIES STUDENT EXCELLENCE AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������� Erica Marie MacSweeney

ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Aria Nina Mendhekar

ART HISTORY DEPARTMENT PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Kendrick Holmes Hawkins
Sophie Anne Elizabeth Kyle

AUDRE LORDE AWARD ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Ilesia Persia Finch

B. JUNE MACKLIN SENIOR ANTHROPOLOGY AWARD ���������������������������������������������������  Austin Michael Robertson

BARBARA E. GURWITZ ’88 MEMORIAL AWARD ��������������������������������������������������������������������������� Laila Tasneem Bera

BARBARA SHATTUCK KOHN ’72 ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AWARD ����������������������������������� Liam John Rimas

BENJAMIN T. MARSHALL PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Jessica Morgan Rush

BERNARD I. MURSTEIN AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Emily Berkeley

BEVERLY G. KOWAL PRIZE ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Isabella Amaro Varas

BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA YOUNG BOTANIST AWARD ��������������������������������������������������� Samantha Fuss
Ellie Hollo

Samantha Denise Pelletier
Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

CAMERON HORNER SMYSER ’92 AWARD FOR SCHOLARLY ACHIEVEMENT ����������������������������� Emily Berkeley
Junhyung Han

Halle Louise Kuszmar

CC PRIZE FOR UNDERGRADUATE LIBRARY RESEARCH – RUNNER-UP ������������������������������ Binh Le Nguyet Vo

CENTER FOR THE CRITICAL STUDY OF RACE AND ETHNICITY AWARD 
      FOR EXEMPLARY WORK ON THEIR SENIOR INTEGRATIVE PROJECT �����������  Stephanie Marie Corrales

CHAIR’S PRIZE IN ECONOMICS ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Annika Brown
Anthony John DiCesare

Denise Frances Kinas

CHARLES “BUD” CHURCH TEACHING AWARD FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ���������������������� Allesandra Jrewlicia Adams

SENIORS RECEIVING HONORS and AWARDS – 2023
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CHRISTINE W. MATTESON ’69 PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Leonora Faith Báixue Strawbridge

CLAIRE GARBER GOODMAN ’54 AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������  Lucille McCullough Englehardt
Emerson Norteman

CLASS OF 2003 PRIZE IN AMERICAN STUDIES ��������������������������������������������������������������������  Vaughn Eleanor Ammon
Kelley Rose Ciotti

Hannah Stebbins Foley
Leslie Giselle Gonzalez

May Kotsen
Dominique Yvonne Frances Moran

Taylor Kenneson Pratt
Maria Sell

COMMUNITY BUILDER AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Edgar Jossue Alvarez

CONNECTICUT COLLEGE PRIZE FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
      LIBRARY RESEARCH – HONORABLE MENTION ���������������������������������������������������  Austin Michael Robertson

Isabella Amaro Varas
Alice Volfson

Beatrice Allison Voorhees

CONNOR DONOHUE ’07 MEMORIAL AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������� Emmanuel George Despines

CRABTREE AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Jillian Witt Hughes
Wylie Elizabeth McCann

CYNTHIA PAUL WALKER ’67 PRIZE ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Annika Brown

DANCE DEPARTMENT AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes
Susanna Clare Procario-Foley

DANCE DEPARTMENT AWARD IN HONOR OF JEAN-LEON DESTINE ������������������������������������  Ilesia Persia Finch

DAVID G. FENTON PHYSICS/ASTRONOMY PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������  Matthew David Carter
Lana Joan Tilke

DEANS’ LEADERSHIP AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Hannah Elyse Gonzalez

DIEI STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARD ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sabrina C Akbar

DIRK tom DIECK HELD MEMORIAL AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������  Sydney Antoinette Schiavo

DORIS MEYER SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Crystal Hernandez

DR. “BABA” CHUCK DAVIS & DIANE MCINTYRE MUSICIAN’S AWARD ����������������������  Dylan Francis Bronowich

E. FRANCES BOTSFORD PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Yesmeen M Elgabori
Eloise Engeline Pieper

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES & CULTURES PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������  Anuheaokalani Noriko Breeden
Philip A. Nicholson

ELIZABETH C. EVANS PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Jason Gordon Ledoux
Miranda Robertson

ELIZABETH Y. DURANTE ’10 MEMORIAL AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE ���������������  Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez
Halle Louise Kuszmar

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PRIZE FOR 
      OUTSTANDING HONORS STUDY  ����������������������������������������������������������������  Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes

ESTHER C. CARY PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez
Isabella Amaro Varas

Olha Vasyliv

EVA L. BUTLER MEMORIAL PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Emily Anne Driscoll
Makena Kathryn Lurie

EXCELLENCE IN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AWARD ��������������������������������������������������������������������  Tessa Carvalho

EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Crystal Hernandez
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FILM STUDIES CREATIVE PRODUCTION PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������  Mikaela Alexa Reyes
George Augustus Vaughn

FILM STUDIES LEADERSHIP AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Payton Elizabeth Ferris

FILM STUDIES THEORY/CRITICISM PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Cara Zoe Fried
Jaime Eleanor Jackson

FRANCOPHONE PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Nathalie Diaz-Troncoso

FRENCH AND FRANCOPHONE COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP PRIZE ������������������������������������ Jessica Morgan Rush

FRENCH BOOK PRIZE FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT����������������������������������������������������������� Taliah Broadus

FRENCH LANGUAGE PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Junhyung Han

PRESIDENT CLAIRE GAUDIANI ’66 AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
             IN THE SENIOR INTEGRATIVE PROJECT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Beatrice Allison Voorhees

GERMAN DEPARTMENT PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� David Radic

GOVERNMENT & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT PRIZE ������������������������  Katherine Louise Haas
Emily Lucille Hackett
Isabella Amaro Varas

HANNAH GRACE ROACH PRIZE �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Lev Pushel

HAROLD D. JULI MEMORIAL AWARD FOR STUDENT RESEARCH ���������������������������  Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

HARRIET BUESCHER LAWRENCE ’34 PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Nora Grace Cahill

HELEN F. MATHIESON ’52 PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Liam John Rimas
Kevin James Rissmiller

HENRIETTA O. ROGERS ’28/ACADEMY OF AMERICAN POETS PRIZE ���������������������������������� Jessica Morgan Rush

HERTA PAYSON SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������  Carly Rose Centanni
Jillian Witt Hughes

Emma Kate Lombardo

HISPANIC STUDIES BOOK PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Grace Marie Piland
Benjamin Joseph Ramos

HISTORY DEPARTMENT PRIZE: AFRICAN HISTORY ����������������������������������������������������������������������������� David Radic

HISTORY DEPARTMENT PRIZE: GLOBAL HISTORY ����������������������������������������������������������  Beatrice Allison Voorhees

HISTORY DEPARTMENT PRIZE: U.S. HISTORY ��������������������������������������������������������������������������� Zoe Pauline Dubelier
Kevin Patrick Scannell Jr.

HOLLERAN CENTER ACTIVIST SCHOLAR AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������  Annika Brown
May Kotsen

HOLLERAN CENTER ELIZABETH DURANTE ’10 ACTIVIST AWARD ������������������������������������������ Mia Jaclyn Lowy

HOLLERAN CENTER TRACEE REISER COMMUNITY ACTIVISM AWARD ��������������������� Hannah Elyse Gonzalez

HOLLERAN CENTER TRACEE REISER NEW LONDON 
      COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������� Angel Sebastian Cordero Jr.

ITALIAN DEPARTMENT PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ William Carr St. John
 Julia Joy Mecenas

JACK GOLDBERG PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Tyler Michael Giorgio
Ricardo Villanueva Gonzalez IV

JAMES R. BAIRD PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Lea Almasso

JANE BILL AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sydney Antoinette Schiavo
Hannah Wendell Smith

JANE W. TORREY AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Grace Keelin Flaherty
Crystal Hernandez

JANET FOSTER ’80 SENIOR AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Hannah Elyse Gonzalez
Crystal Hernandez

JEWEL PLUMMER COBB PRIZE ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Lana Joan Tilke
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JEWISH STUDIES STUDENT EXCELLENCE AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������ Daniel Martin Kalimian

JOAN CHRISLER PSI CHI AWARD FOR CONTRIBUTION 
      TO THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Rachael Saunders Pember

JOAN CONNELL MEMORIAL AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Moqu Alqudah
Sophia Eleanor Barr

Alyssa Marcelle Bodmer
Dale Meneely Lippincott

Tali Rose Sureck
Anna Nicole Zarzecki

JOHN EDWIN WELLS MEMORIAL PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Makena Kathryn Lurie

JOSÉ LIMÓN AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen
Yeseri Johenny Vizcaino

JURORS FIRST PRIZE, 2023 SENIOR THESIS EXHIBITION ����������������������������������������������  Sydney Antoinette Schiavo

JURORS HONORABLE MENTION, 2023 SENIOR THESIS EXHIBITION ���������������������������  Kathryn Elizabeth Bird
Alana Rose Safian

Hannah Wendell Smith

KATHERINE FINNEY MEMORIAL AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Mia Jaclyn Lowy

LAVINNIA HULL SMITH ’23 PRIZE ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Jessica Catherine Bailey
Miles Nathaniel Griffin

LINDA HERR EXCELLENCE IN THEATER AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������  Wylie Elizabeth McCann

LOIS TAYLOR ’31 ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD ������������������������������������������������������ Kidist Beshawerd Konchu
Melissa Raquel Avilez López

LOUISE LACEY MCGARRY AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Tiernan Kathleen Shea

LUCY C. MCDANNEL ’22 PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Taylor Kenneson Pratt

MAHAN MUSIC PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

MICHELLE DUNLAP AWARD (NEW) ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Jazmine Jo’ann Silva

MORRIS CARNOVSKY AWARD ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Wood-May Denson Joseph

MRS. ELIZABETH FIELDING MEMORIAL AWARD �����������������������������������������������������������������������������  Malissa Lindsey

MUSEUM STUDIES AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Lucy Garrigan Buchanan
Kendrick Holmes Hawkins

May Kotsen
Hannah Wendell Smith

NANCY BATSON NISBET RASH ART HISTORY PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������  Lucy Garrigan Buchanan
Claire Kennedy Fadness
Hannah Wendell Smith

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE – STUDENT EMPLOYEE AWARD ���������������  Ruby Delilah Lambrecht
Elizabeth Kanta Nanavati

OTELLO DESIDERATO FELLOW ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Edgar Jossue Alvarez
Jillian Dean

OTELLO DESIDERATO FELLOWSHIP FOR 
      STUDENT-FACULTY COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH ��������������������������������������������������������������� Emily Berkeley

Rachael Saunders Pember

OUTSTANDING MINOR IN GERMAN STUDIES ������������������������������������������������������������������������ Emily Lucille Hackett

OUTSTANDING STUDENT JOURNALISM AWARD ���������������������������������������������  Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen
Mia Jaclyn Lowy

PAUL FELL BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������  Quincy Susannah Dowling

PETER S. YOZELL PRIZE ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  May Kotsen

PRIZE FOR BEST CHINESE ESSAY WRITING ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sbidag Demerjian
Chau Minh Le

PROFESSOR LESTER REISS PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Philip A. Nicholson
Lauren Brinley Williamson
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PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Nhi Thúy Ðoàn
Emma Catherine Storm

PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Mia Jaclyn Lowy

RICHARD H. GOODWIN PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Sophie Rose Protano
Emma Holbrook Weis

ROBERT HAMPTON AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Austin Michael Robertson

ROBERT W. JORDAN PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Rémie Leone Hochman
Talicia Martins

RONALD AND SARA RADLINSKI AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE ����������������������  Beatrice Allison Voorhees

ROSEMARY PARK FELLOWSHIP FOR TEACHING ������������������������������������������  Camila Cristina Adrianzén Yndigoyen

RUBY TURNER MORRIS PRIZE ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Emma Mountford Diianni
Anzhela Qiyobekovna Mirzoeva

Benjamin Joseph Ramos

SALLY ABRAHMS ’75 PRIZE FOR 
      AN OUTSTANDING SENIOR ENGLISH MAJOR �����������������������������������������  Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen

Jessica Morgan Rush

SALLY L. TAYLOR PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Claire Lynn Williams

SALLY LIEBIG ’70 PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Kathryn Elizabeth Bird

SALVATORE STEPHEN FIGLIOMENI ’82 MEMORIAL ART AWARD ������������������������������������������ Natalie Blue Taplin

SARAH ENSIGN CADY MEMORIAL PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Quincey R Robinson

SARAH NICHOLS ’46 AWARD ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sophie Maria Hage

SARAH SCHOELLKOPF ’97 HISPANIC STUDIES AWARD 
      FOR RESEARCH AND SOCIAL ACTIVISM ���������������������������������������������  Camila Cristina Adrianzén Yndigoyen

SENIOR BIOLOGY PRIZE ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Hannah Ashley Boldt
Sarah Noelani Fubian Padilla

Georgia Grace Quesnelle
Alaine Zhang

SENIOR COMPUTER SCIENCE AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Jessica Catherine Bailey
Yisake Tadele Beyene

King Wah Gabriel Chan
Chau Minh Le

Tyler B Maguire
Phuong Minh Nguyen

Joseph James Walewski
Wenjie Wang

SENIOR JULIA WELLS BOWER PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������  Theodora Alessandra Moldovan
Minh Thi Thu Nguyen

SLAVIC STUDIES AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Emily Lucille Hackett

SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT PRIZE ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Katherine Louise Haas
Olha Vasyliv

SUSAN WAGNER CHILD DEVELOPMENT AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������� Sophia Elisa Baziotis

SUSANNE K. LANGER AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Junhyung Han

SUSTAINABILITY LEADERSHIP AWARD �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sarah Emily Anderson
Amanda Diane Williams

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTS 
      FOUNDATION AWARD IN BIOCHEMISTRY ��������������������������������������������������������������������  Adriana Mirela Cretu

Admirabilis Kalolella Jr.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������������������  Carly Rose Centanni
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THE GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
      STUDENT ADVISORY BOARD ISABEL SANHUEZA ’23 PRIZE �������������������������������  Tanya Marlena Mendoza

THE RENA RIMSKY WING ’67 ENDOWED FUND FOR 
      PSYCHOLOGY STUDENT RESEARCH ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Nhi Thúy Ðoàn

Harry Charles Steinharter

THE WILLIAM J. ROBINSON ’95 AWARD FOR 
      ACHIEVEMENT AND COMMITMENT ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Sbidag Demerjian

Cian Nicholas Murphy

THEATER & ADVOCACY AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Jillian Witt Hughes
Gabriel Miles Josephs

Emma Kate Lombardo
Mia Jaclyn Lowy

Wylie Elizabeth McCann
James Tilghman Nalle

TOOR CUMMINGS CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AND 
      THE LIBERAL ARTS AWARD FOR DISTINCTION IN THE PROGRAM ����������������� Admirabilis Kalolella Jr.

Isabella Amaro Varas
Olha Vasyliv

VANGUARD AWARD FOR EQUITY AND INCLUSION ������������������������������������������������������������������ Laila Tasneem Bera
Mingyur Paldon

VERA SNOW GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP �����������������������������������������������������������������������  David Ariel Meneses Ontiveros
Taylor Kenneson Pratt

W.E.B. DUBOIS SCHOLAR/ACTIVIST AWARD �����������������������������������������������������������������������  Tanya Marlena Mendoza

WALTER COMMONS DISTINGUISHED FELLOW AWARD �������������������������������������������������������  Isabella Amaro Varas

WALTER COMMONS LANGUAGE AMBASSADOR AWARD ������������������������������������������������������ Emily Lucille Hackett

WALTER F. BRADY JR. PRIZE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Wenjie Wang

WINNIE MANDELA OUTSTANDING SCHOLAR �������������������������������������������������������������� Allesandra Jrewlicia Adams

WOMEN IN ECONOMICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                             Sbidag Demerjian
Melissa Raquel Avilez López

BEINECKE SCHOLARSHIP �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Emily Lucille Hackett

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP ���������������������������������������������������� Emily Lucille Hackett
Crystal Hernandez

Dashiell Wyatt Hunter 

CELL PRESS RISING BLACK SCIENTIST AWARD ������������������������������������������������������������������� Admirabilis Kalolella Jr.

DAVIS PROJECTS FOR PEACE GRANT ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Olha Vasyliv 
Camila Cristina Adrianzén Yndigoyen

FULBRIGHT ENGLISH TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIP ����������������������������������������������������������  Beatrice Allison Voorhees 
Lauren Brinley Williamson

FULBRIGHT STUDY/ RESEARCH AWARD ���������������������������������������������������������������  Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen

PUBLIC POLICY AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP ���������������������� Laila Tasneem Bera

STATE DEPARTMENT CRITICAL LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP ���������������������������������������������� Emily Lucille Hackett 
Dashiell Wyatt Hunter

THOMAS J. WATSON FELLOWSHIP �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Isabella Amaro Varas 

OTHER NATIONAL AWARDS



22

PATHWAYS

Ilesia Persia Finch
Arisa Hara
Caroline Grace Karakey
James Tilghman Nalle

Alexis Morgan Robertson
Sydney Antoinette Schiavo
Anamarie Sogade
Tali Rose Sureck

Natalie Blue Taplin
Vivian Margaret Taylor
George Augustus Vaughn
Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

Creativity

Hugh McIlhenny Allen
Joshuah Robert Chapman
Julia Mae Curran
Miles Nathaniel Griffin

Abigail Lenox
Madison Margaret Marcum
Minh Thi Thu Nguyen
Harriet Beth Peabody

Rachael Saunders Pember
Alana Rose Safian
Wenjie Wang
Ryan John Zgombic

Data, Information and Society

Aurelio Victor Alvarez
Muhammad Aayiz Arif
William Michael Bedford
Margaret Costello Benson
Yisake Tadele Beyene
Yeabkal Tadesse Biru
Ted George Brown
Kathryn Frances Campbell
Younghoon Choi
Molly Katherine Cronin
Mahdia Daqiq
Anthony John DiCesare
Emma Mountford Diianni
Bruce Robert Doyle III
CJ Trust Duncan
Roman Alexander Dutkewych
Olivia Debra Engelfried
Peter John Evangelista

Heather Christie Evered
Fiona Rose Ferry
Sean Benjamin Fox
Anna Gersamia
Abigail Gleeson-Feldman
Ceci Iriondo
Hannah May Jones
Gabriel Miles Josephs
Daniel Martin Kalimian
Denise Frances Kinas
Kidist Beshawerd Konchu
Ruby Delilah Lambrecht
Kai Silton Listgarten
Bennett Joseph MacDougall
Claudia Lucía Marmelo
Maylin Martinez
Katherine E McDaniel
John Patrick McGee

Matthew Joseph McGrath
Samuel Hamilton Mitchell
Alireza Mohammadi
Paige Julia Nolan
Kenneth Offner
Oliver Jolliffe Pinyochon
Jared Francis Rainville
Mohemmed Hassan Ali Rashid
Scott Aaron Robbins
Adam Yisrael Sherf
Anika May Svoboda
Christian Samuel Mason Tacchetti
Stephanie Kate Tamasi
Alexandra Emily Larsen Tillinghast
Christopher Robert Verstandig
Kenison Chase Winton
Michael Alan Yan

Entrepreneurship

Laila Tasneem Bera
Victoria Grace Hodgkinson

David Radic Alice Volfson

Global Capitalism

Malcolm Sutcliffe Bohan
Lucille McCullough Englehardt

Sophia Marie Hartley
Helen Ruth Kondon

Malissa Lindsey

Food
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Sabrina C Akbar
Sebastian Arango Chiquillo
Catja Maria Mariquita Christensen
Katherine Louise Haas
Allison Elizabeth Hermansen

Erica Marie MacSweeney
Samuel George Maidenberg
Caoimhe Evelyn Lyons Markey
Caitlin Searles McCarthy
Sophia Elizabeth Naroian

Miya Keilani Preyer
Elora Roy
Emile Smigielski
Marc Jacob Stern

Media, Rhetoric, and Communication

PATHWAYS (Cont’d.)

Mark Edward Formisano

Power and Knowledge

Sophia Elisa Baziotis
William Weston Bryant
Alyssa Isabel Gutierrez

Benjamin Folmer Jorgensen-Duffy
Sophie Anne Elizabeth Kyle
Emily Frances Moore

Kevin Patrick Scannell Jr.
Madeline Bihldorff Vanech

Power, Knowledge, and Practice

Jordan Francesca Barbagallo
Taryn Frances Barrett
Andrew Jake Dawson
Kylie R Decas

Zoe Pauline Dubelier
Nick Gribbins
Michael John Kassis
Nile Mansoor

Kerri A Maron
Dominique Yvonne Frances Moran
Benjamin Derris Murphy
Austin Michael Robertson

Peace and Conflict

Deji Baizhen
Alexa Rose Blaney
Sophia Anna Bodor
Sean Michael Geisler
John Richard Howell
Megan Elise Hrinda
Sophia Anna Iovieno
Malina Kern
Halle Louise Kuszmar
Madison Elizabeth Lehr

Bela Rachel Levine-Press
Dale Meneely Lippincott
Kelly Elizabeth Matthews
Sarah Abigail McCarthy
Samuel Austin McCormack
Hannah Marie Nadeau
Meera Narayanan-Pandit
Corinne Chow Neumeyer
Ntamubano Ciza Souzane
Molly Sarah O’Connell

Natalie A Pelon
Eric James Pica
Jacqueline Grace Marie Puda
Georgia Grace Quesnelle
Ruth Kelsey Thresher Reischmann
Miranda Robertson
Emma Catherine Storm
Amanda Diane Williams
Fiona Jane Williams

Public Health

Sarah Emily Anderson
Grace Dorothy Begin
Isabelle Louise Custer
Mia Michelle Dalton
Mary Charlotte Flathers

Myriam Gruber
Michelle Anna Gutowski
Caleb T Macenka
Cian Nicholas Murphy
Sophie Rose Protano

Christina Mary Lael Van Dyke
Emma Holbrook Weis
Claire Lynn Williams

Social Justice and Sustainability
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Annika Brown
Nora Grace Cahill
Angela Cao
Kelley Rose Ciotti
Megan Elisabeth Cosgrove
Nathalie Diaz-Troncoso

Lia Kein Dietrich
Hannah Elyse Gonzalez
Leslie Giselle Gonzalez
May Kotsen
Mia Jaclyn Lowy
Tanya Marlena Mendoza

THE HOLLERAN CENTER FOR 
COMMUNITY ACTION AND PUBLIC POLICY

Community Action Certificate Program

Sukrit Narang
Mia Makena Nelson
Ana Maria Pavic
Susanna Clare Procario-Foley
Jazmine Jo’ann Silva

THE TOOR CUMMINGS CENTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AND THE LIBERAL ARTS

International Studies Certificate Program

Nouman Ahmed
Isabella Amaro Varas
Madison Catherine Arnold
Melissa Raquel Avilez López
Taliah Broadus
Sbidag Demerjian
Emily Lucille Hackett
Admirabilis Kalolella Jr.

Won June Kim
Zion Mychol Jewels Martin-Hayes
Miguel Mendiola
Anzhela Qiyobekovna Mirzoeva
Anne Perry Morgan
Princess Frempomaa Omane
Mingyur Paldon
Grace Marie Piland

Eiman Rana
Eleanor Oldham Ross
Jessica Morgan Rush
Mehin Suleiman
Olha Vasyliv
Yeseri Johenny Vizcaino
Beatrice Allison Voorhees

THE GOODWIN-NIERING CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Environmental Sustainability Certificate Program

Vaughn Eleanor Ammon
Adrian Michael High Beckford
Quincy Susannah Dowling

Sarah Noelani Fubian Padilla
Eloise Engeline Pieper
Liam John Rimas

Kevin James Rissmiller
Anna Grace Smith
Alaine Zhang

Lucy Garrigan Buchanan
Ryan Cabrera
Claire Kennedy Fadness
Kendrick Holmes Hawkins

May Kotsen
Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez
Sophie Anne Elizabeth Kyle
Emerson Norteman

MUSEUM STUDIES CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
Nefertari Pierre-Louis
Hannah Wendell Smith

Allesandra Jrewlicia Adams
Camila Cristina Adrianzén Yndigoyen

Stephanie Marie Corrales
John Carlo Letizia

THE CENTER FOR THE CRITICAL STUDY OF RACE AND ETHNICITY
Certificate Program

Taylor Kenneson Pratt
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PHI BETA KAPPA
Elected in April 2023

Sophia Eleanor Barr
Yisake Tadele Beyene
Nora Grace Cahill
Matthew David Carter
Carly Rose Centanni
Sbidag Demerjian
Lauren Paige DiCamillo
Emily Anne Driscoll
Emily Lucille Hackett
Sophia Marie Hartley

Crystal Hernandez
Caroline Grace Karakey
May Kotsen
Halle Louise Kuszmar
Emma Kate Lombardo
Mia Jaclyn Lowy
Minh Thi Thu Nguyen
Taylor Kenneson Pratt
Sophie Rose Protano
Syed-Hasan Mohammad Raza

Liam John Rimas
Kevin James Rissmiller
Alexis Morgan Robertson
Sydney Antoinette Schiavo
Maria Sell
Zoe Kathleen Stapp
Lana Joan Tilke
Binh Le Nguyet Vo
Beatrice Allison Voorhees
Emma Holbrook Weis

WINTHROP SCHOLARS
Elected to Phi Beta Kappa in February 2023

Gjina Ahmetaj
Adriana Mirela Cretu
Anthony John DiCesare
Lia Kein Dietrich
Katherine Louise Haas

Junhyung Han
Chau Minh Le
Makena Kathryn Lurie
Theodora Alessandra Moldovan
Susanna Clare Procario-Foley

Clark Charles Strauss
Tali Rose Sureck
Matthew Hiroshi Yamamoto

THE AMMERMAN CENTER FOR ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY
Arts and Technology Certificate Program

Moqu Alqudah
Brynnen Eleanor Bernstein
William Martin Ferguson
Ricardo Villanueva Gonzalez IV

Adham Khalifa
Zixin Lin
Aria Nina Mendhekar
Theodora Alessandra Moldovan

Rachel Mi Jung Park
Lana Joan Tilke

Gjina Ahmetaj
Sophia Eleanor Barr
Alyssa Marcelle Bodmer
Melanie Elizabeth Conca
Sarah Lynn Daly
Jillian Dean
Nhi Thúy Ðoàn
Eric Patrick Fournier

Junhyung Han
Megan Elise Hrinda
Sophia Anna Iovieno
Christian Fred Jacobsen
Helen Ruth Kondon
Dale Meneely Lippincott
Jennifer Michelle LLigui
Corinne Chow Neumeyer

NU RHO PSI
The National Honor Society for Neuroscience

Molly Sarah O’Connell
Natalie A Pelon
Eric James Pica
Ruth Kelsey Thresher Reischmann
Alexandra Dylan Remnitz
Elora Roy
Harry Charles Steinharter

Stephanie Marie Corrales
Molly Katherine Cronin
Makena Lee Doran
Katherine Louise Haas
Crystal Hernandez

Ruby Delilah Lambrecht
Malissa Lindsey
Emma Kate Lombardo
Mia Jaclyn Lowy
Annabel Emme Powers

ALPHA KAPPA DELTA
The International Sociology Honor Society

Taylor Kenneson Pratt
Sophie Rose Protano
Olha Vasyliv
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PSI CHI
The International Honor Society in Psychology

Madeline Beatrice Adams-Gurowitz
Gjina Ahmetaj
Sophia Eleanor Barr
Emily Berkeley
Morgan Elizabeth Bronstein
Caroline Mary Buckley
Carly Rose Centanni
Blake Rita Coppola
Megan Elisabeth Cosgrove
Jillian Dean
Lia Kein Dietrich
Emma Mountford Diianni
Heather Christie Evered
Ilesia Persia Finch
Grace Keelin Flaherty
Julia Morgan Frazee

Hien Thu Ha
Sophia Anna Iovieno
Malina Kern
Helen Ruth Kondon
Alexandra Leanne Kouroriez
Halle Louise Kuszmar
Christina Michele Leduc
Madison Elizabeth Lehr
Claudia Lucía Marmelo
Kelly Elizabeth Matthews
Hayley Catherine Minar
Emily Frances Moore
Corinne Chow Neumeyer
Molly Sarah O’Connell
Harris Filips Padegs
Harriet Beth Peabody

Natalie A Pelon
Rachael Saunders Pember
Mary Jane Peters
Camille Rose Phelan
Jacqueline Grace Marie Puda
Ruth Kelsey Thresher Reischmann
Alexandra Dylan Remnitz
Jaycie Dwyer Rojik
Tiernan Kathleen Shea
Jazmine Jo’ann Silva
Emma Catherine Storm
Stephanie Kate Tamasi
Sanne Belle Touloukian
Emma Holbrook Weis
Abigail Anne Wieczorek
Fiona Jane Williams

William Weston Bryant
Zoe Pauline Dubelier
May Kotsen
Patrick Campbell Linehan

Caleb T Macenka
Anne Perry Morgan
Benjamin Derris Murphy
Lev Pushel

PHI ALPHA THETA
The National History Honor Society

David Radic
Kevin Patrick Scannell Jr.

Isabella Amaro Varas
Jordan Francesca Barbagallo
Laila Tasneem Bera
Lucy Garrigan Buchanan
Kelley Rose Ciotti
Sbidag Demerjian
Zoe Pauline Dubelier
Mary Charlotte Flathers
Hannah Elyse Gonzalez
Nick Gribbins

Katherine Louise Haas
Emily Lucille Hackett
Allison Elizabeth Hermansen
Victoria Grace Hodgkinson
Dashiell Wyatt Hunter
Anzhela Qiyobekovna Mirzoeva
Anne Perry Morgan
Benjamin Derris Murphy
Hannah Marie Nadeau
Mingyur Paldon

PI SIGMA ALPHA
The National Political Science Honor Society

Miya Keilani Preyer
Liam John Rimas
Kevin James Rissmiller
Austin Michael Robertson
Adam Yisrael Sherf
Madeline Bihldorff Vanech
Alice Volfson
Lauren Brinley Williamson
Kenison Chase Winton
Yue Yu

Sarah Emily Anderson
King Wah Gabriel Chan

Julia Mae Curran
Theodora Alessandra Moldovan

Sukrit Narang
Minh Thi Thu Nguyen

PI MU EPSILON
The National Mathematics Honor Society

Matthew David Carter
Miles Nathaniel Griffin

Victoria Lynn Plaskon

PI SIGMA PI
Lana Joan Tilke
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CONNECTICUT COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Debo P. Adegbile ’91, Chair
Karen Quint ’87, Vice Chair
Seth W. Alvord ’93
Jessica Archibald ’95
Katherine Bergeron, President
Betty Brown Bibbins ’73
Maria Wyckoff Boyce ’85
Ethan W. Brown ’94
Isaac H. Clothier V ’79 P’10
Lynn Cooley ’76
Loulie Sutro Crawford ’89
Lawrence B. Damon III ’93

Mark D. Fallon ’92
Marisa Farina ’93
Gregory J. Gigliotti ’88
Rob Hale ’88 P’20
Alice W. Handy ’70
Kim-An Hernandez ’99
Steven W. Jacobson ’85 P’22
Samirah Jaigirdar ’22
Jonathan A. Krane ’90
Sydney L. Lamb ’21
John D. Linehan P’18 ’23 ’24
Jonathan D. McBride ’92

Sarah A. Mudho ’98
Devon Danz Preston ’93
Leslie Rosen ’02
Peter D. Skaperdas P’17
Dwayne C. Stallings ’99
Diane E. Stratton ’91
Shyanne T. Temple ’20
Maarten D. Terry ’83
Rajneesh Vig ’93
Leslie E. Wong
Pamela D. Zilly ’75

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Laura J. Allen ’81
David W. Barber ’88
Ford W. Bell P’02
James S. Berrien ’74
Francine J. Bovich ’73
Judith Ammerman Brielmaier ’60
Bradford T. Brown P’12 ’15 ’20
Christy Burke ’93
Eduardo Castell ’87
Theodore S. Chapin ’72 P’07
Jonathan H. Cohen ’87
Kevon Copeland ’76
Jamie Glanton Costello ’89
Duncan Nelson Dayton ’81
Raymond J. Debbane P’09 ’13
Anita L. DeFrantz ’74
T. Wilson Eglin ’86
Warren T. Erickson ’74
Sarah H. Fenton ’63
DeFred G. Folts III ’82
Marna Wagner Fullerton ’56 P’91
Jane Funkhouser ’53 P’85 GP’15
Carlos A. Garcia ’88

Constance H. Smith Gemmer ’80 P’10
Prescott W. Hafner ’80
Carolyn R. Holleran ’60 GP’07
Mark M. Iger ’75
Ann Werner Johnson ’68
W. Estella Johnson ’75
Kenneth R. Kabel ’76 P’12
Eric J. Kaplan ’85 
David B. Kelso P’09
Andrew Ketterer ’71
Barbara Shattuck Kohn ’72
Rae Downes Koshetz ’67
Martha Joynt Kumar ’63
Gerald D. Laubach P’79
Linda J. Lear ’62
Susan Eckert Lynch ’62
Britta Schein McNemar ’67
Lynda Batter Munro ’76 P’08
Nancy S. Newcomb ’67
John F. Niblack P’98
Laurie Norton Moffatt ’78
Judith Tindal Opatrny ’72
David H. Palten ’76 P’04 ’09

Maria C. Pellegrini ’69
Evan M. Piekara ’07 
Mary Lake Polan ’65 P’02 ’10
Sharis A. Pozen ’86 P’19
Frances Gillmore Pratt ’60 P’89
Carol J. Ramsey ’74
Douglas C. Renfield-Miller ’75
George S. Rogers ’82 P’16
Theodore M. Romanow ’76
Thomas A. Sargent ’82 P’17
Annie M. Scott ’84
Lyn Gordon Silfen ’67
Ellen C.L. Simmons ’69 P’04
Frederick P. Stratton, Jr. P’91 ’96
W. Carter Sullivan ’79 P’16
Sally Susman ’84
Dhuanne S. Tansill ’64
Jean C. Tempel ’65
Franklin A. Tuitt ’87
Kevin Wade ’76
Virginia Eason Weinmann ’51
Diane Buchanan Wilsey ’65 P’91
Timothy E. Yarboro ’75

YOUNG ALUMNI TRUSTEE

Hannah Elyse Gonzalez ’23
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thomas N. Anderson ’07
Angela Bannerman Ankoma ’97
Isaac H. Clothier V ’79 P’10, President
Margaret S. Davey ’20
Saveena Dhall ’94, Vice President
Philip M. Dolan Jr. ’88
Susan Mabrey Gaud ’68 P’07
Judith Epstein Grollman ’58
Susan Peck Hinkel ’65
Austin L. Jenkins ’95
Mario Laurenzi ’90
Jennifer Lapan Mann ’94
Heather Morrison ’69 P’95, Secretary

Derrick M. Newton ’17
Jacob Nozaki ’22
Steve C. Owen ’80 P’12
Priyanka Ramchurn ’21
Harris R. Rosenheim ’09, Vice President
Katrina Sanders ’92,
Tamsen Bales Sharpless ’89
An-Ming Sze Truxes ’71
Aidyn P. Urena ’10
Richard C. Vancil ’82 P’13
Veronica Venture ’86
Denise L. Wheeless ’80
Mariko Wilcox ’99

Hans and Marian Baldauf P’24, Co-Chairs
Lisa Brandes and Scott McLean P’26
Rick Blackshaw and Lisa McElroy P’23 ’24
James and Robin Brown P’19 ’23
Marc and Amy Bryant P’23
Roland Courtenay-Bishop & Victoria Chaban P’23
Michael and Maureen Champa P’24
Daryl Colden and Kristin Tallman P’26
Linda and Gabe Cole P’26
Lisa Sullivan and Jeff Criswell P’24
Grant Schneider and Larry Diamond P’26
Christine DiCesare P’23
Mina Dietzius P’26
Susan Evans ’88 P’23
Lee and Suzanne Feldman P’25
Matthew and Rebekah Gardiner P’23
Mark Gudaitis and Heidi Vass-Gudaitis P’25
Andrew and Alison Hamm P’26
Waqas Wajahat and Shari Jones P’25
Joseph Jutras and Ann Marie Viglione P’26
Stefanie Kalkut and Lanier Saperstein P’26
Elizabeth Longsworth and Thomas Kreyche P’25

Todd and Suzanne Lenox P’23
John and Elizabeth Linehan P’18 ’23 ’24
Robert and Dana Lynch P’24
Rick Mayer and Melanie Barocas-Mayer P’26
Douglas McAlinden and Sarah Piel P’24
Letty and Robert Melillo P’25
Alexander and Alison Nalle P’18 ’23
Kevin and Stacie Quilty P’24
Howard Quinn and Elizabeth Small P’26
Garth ’93 and Christina ’93 Ross P’23
Eric and Sheryl ’95 Rothman P’26
Scott and Jenifer Schindler P’26
Robert ’91 and Eva ’91 Shea P’26
Steven Smith P’24
Philip and Kristen Smyth P’24
William and Kimberly Sushon P’26
Scott and Jane Sussman P’26
Dirk and Laura Tenzer P’24
Mike and Liza Van Dyke P’23
Kehli Woodruff P’24
Brian Zane P’24

PARENT AND FAMILY COUNCIL

MARSHALS

College Marshal
Marc R. Forster

Trustee Marshal
Peter Siver

Senior Marshals
Hannah Elyse Gonzalez and James Tilghman Nalle

Alumni Marshal
David Jaffe ’77

Faculty Marshal
Midge Thomas
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RETIRING CONNECTICUT COLLEGE FACULTY

Bruce Branchini
Hans and Ella McCollum ’21 Vahlteich Professor of Chemistry

Bruce Branchini received his B.S. from Lehigh University 
and his M.A. and Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University. He 
joined Connecticut College in 1986.
    A prolific researcher, Branchini is a preeminent expert 
on the biochemistry of bioluminescence, or the emission of 
light by living organisms. He has worked with undergradu-
ates, research assistants and research scientists for 45 years 
investigating the basic biochemistry leading to the emission 
of light by the firefly. His research teams have developed 
novel methods for purifying the protein that catalyzes the 
light-emitting reaction and used synthetic organic techniques 
to prepare novel substrates for the firefly protein and 
substrates for a bioluminescent jellyfish that emits blue and 
green light. Most recently, his lab has been using molecular 
biology methods to produce mutant luciferase proteins with 
properties that are desirable for applications such as drug 
screening, mechanistic studies and in vivo imaging.
    In 2015, Branchini was able to definitively prove 
exactly how fireflies glow, solving a mystery that had puzzled 

scientists for decades. In 2011, he was awarded the College’s 
first patent for an engineered enhanced version of an Italian 
firefly’s light-emitting protein.
    Branchini also studies the determination of protein 
structure using nuclear magnetic resonance instrumentation. 
His research has been supported by numerous large grants, 
including from the National Science Foundation and the 
U.S. Air Force Office of Scientific Research.
    As director of the College’s Bioluminescence Research 
Group, Branchini has mentored and overseen the research 
activities of more than 100 undergraduate students. He has 
taught many courses in biochemistry and organic chemistry, 
including spectroscopic methods. He led a Study Away Teach 
Away program in Florence in 2003, and has taken students 
on research trips to Tennessee, Wisconsin and Texas, as well 
as to Florence and Bologna, Italy. In 2002, he was awarded 
Conn’s Nancy Batson Nisbet Rash Faculty Research Award, 
presented annually to a member of the faculty for outstanding 
scholarly or artistic accomplishments.

Kathleen McKeon
Professor of Mathematics

Kathleen McKeon received her B.S. from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute and her M.S. and Ph.D. from Michigan 
State University. She joined Connecticut College in 1987.
    McKeon specializes in graphical enumeration, com-
binatorial generation, graph coloring and labeling. She has 
taught numerous courses in the Mathematics Department, 
including “Discrete Mathematics;” “Graph Theory;” 
“Probability;” “Calculus I;” “Mathematics and the Natural 
Sciences;” “Abstract Algebra;” a ConnCourse, “Networks 
and their Applications;” and a First-year Seminar, “Cryp-
tography.” She has also led individual studies with student 
researchers in graph theory.
    McKeon’s recent research has included working with two 
graph theorists at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo 
on a graph rainbow coloring project that involved coloring 
the edges of a graph so that each pair of vertices is joined 
by a path in which all edges are assigned different colors. 
That research resulted in papers published in Mathematica 
Bohemica and Networks.

    Throughout her career, McKeon has worked closely 
with area middle school and high school mathematics 
teachers to strengthen and broaden the math curriculum. To 
support that work, she received several grants, including an 
Eisenhower Professional Development grant from the State 
of Connecticut Department Education and funding from the 
Lucent Technologies Foundation K-16 program. She was also 
a co-principal investigator on a National Science Foundation 
grant that provided scholarships and other support for 
mathematics and computer science majors from groups 
underrepresented in those fields.
    On campus, McKeon served on the committee that 
developed ConnCourses as part of Connections. She then 
served as a ConnCourse coordinator and a member of the 
Connections Coordinating Committee for several years 
after the implementation of the new curriculum. She has 
also served as the associate director of the Holleran Center 
for Community Action and as a faculty consultant to the 
Honor Council.



30

COMMENCEMENT TRADITIONS

Academic Regalia and the Academic Procession. The robes and 
colorful hoods of the academic regalia have a religious origin. The 
style of the garments worn today dates back to the 12th century, 
when universities were the training grounds for Europe’s clergy. 
    Current academic dress in the United States is based on an 
intercollegiate code established in 1895. The bachelor’s gown 
has long pointed sleeves, is untrimmed and is worn closed. The 
master’s gown, worn either open or closed, has long, crescent-
shaped sleeves. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves, is 
worn closed, and has velvet panels down the front, around the 
neck and on the sleeves.
    The customary head covering is either the mortarboard or 
the Oxford cap. The mortarboard tassel is black for bachelor’s 
and master’s degree holders and gold for those with doctoral 
degrees. The hood, which drapes over the back of the gown, also is 
significant. The length and width of the hood and the color of its 
trim and lining signify the wearer’s highest academic achievement 
and the degree-granting institution. The velvet trim reveals the 
wearer’s major field of study.
    Honor cords, sashes or stoles are often awarded to 
graduating seniors who are members of honor societies, centers 
for interdisciplinary scholarship or for various academic and 
nonacademic achievements, awards or honors.
    The senior class processes to Tempel Green to begin the 
Commencement processional reflective of the same tradition that 
occurs at Convocation and the opening of the academic year when 
they were first-year students.

The Alma Mater. “Alma Mater by the Sea” was written in the 
spring of 1920 by two Connecticut College students, Olive 
Littlehales Corbin ’21 (words) and Edith C. Smith ’20 (music). 
Their composition prevailed over other original student works 
in a contest to find a College song. Additional stanzas were 
added in the late 1980s by Jeffrey G. Barnhart ’89 MAT ’92 and 
Claire L. Gaudiani ’66.

Bagpipe Music. Scottish or Irish bagpipe bands have long been a 
special feature of American holiday parades. Connecticut College 
employs the Manchester Pipe Band to lead the Commencement 
procession for the same reason that they are so popular in street 
parades: they add excitement, drama, color and a rousing sound 
to the occasions. The Manchester Pipe Band was founded in 
1914 and is the second‑oldest pipe band in continuous existence 
in the United States.

Class Colors and the Class Banner. The tradition of class colors 
goes back to the very beginning of the College, when the class 
of 1919 chose theirs. The next three classes did the same in 
their first year. Beginning with the class of 1923, freshmen no 
longer selected their own colors and instead adopted those of 
the class that had graduated that spring. The original four color 
combinations have been in rotation ever since: green and grey, 
blue and buff, purple and gold, and red and white. The Class 
of 2023 banner reflects the class colors, which is carried by the 
class marshals who lead the procession. The banners represent-
ing the current four class years are on permanent display in 
the College Center at Crozier-Williams. Additionally, they are 
carried in Reunion parades and at the annual Convocation that 
signifies the start of the academic year.

College Motto. “Tanquam lignum quod plantatum est secus 
decursus aquarum,” which means “Like a tree planted by the 

rivers of water (that bringeth forth its fruit in its season).” The 
motto is a Vulgate version of a phrase from the first psalm. 
Connecticut College’s translation comes from the King James 
version of the Bible.

College Seal. The College seal is composed of several elements, 
including two open books, a tree on a background of water and 
the College’s motto: “Tanquam lignum quod plantatum est secus 
decursus aquarum,” which means “Like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water (that bringeth forth its fruit in its season).” The 
current seal is based on a design created by Connecticut College’s 
first president (1913-1917), Frederick H. Sykes.

Commencement Saplings. Thanks to the generosity of Athena 
Tsakanikas-Philippides ’86 through the Konstantinos T. Tsakanikas 
Memorial Fund, graduates are presented with individual spruce 
saplings, which they carry as they march. The sapling represents 
the tree on the College seal, and its growth serves as a reminder of 
the connections among the graduates, the College and the world. 
This tradition began with the Class of 1993. 

Flags. Connecticut College maintains a collection of international 
flags that represent the countries of the College’s students. 
The international flags are displayed on significant ceremonial 
occasions to celebrate the diverse nature of the student body. 
The international flag collection is updated each year as new 
students join the Connecticut College community. In 2019, the 
College added three flags – those of the Mashantucket Pequot, 
Mohegan and Eastern Pequot Tribal nations – to acknowledge 
the land, history and continued presence of the Indigenous 
peoples of this region. 

Laurel Chain. In the spirit of Connecticut College’s original founding 
as a women’s college, members of the junior and sophomore 
classes, dressed in white, carry chains of laurel to guide the 
graduates to the ceremony. Laurel was traditionally used as a 
symbol of honor and fame. The ancients presented laurel wreaths 
to university graduates in rhetoric and poetry. The laurel chain 
has been part of Connecticut College’s ceremonies since the first 
Class Day in 1919.

The Mace. A mace was originally a weapon consisting of a staff with 
a ball of steel or brass at one end. The word “mace” comes from 
the Latin “mateola,” meaning mallet. The mace evolved from 
an instrument of battle to a symbol of authority. Connecticut 
College’s mace was a gift to the College from The Century 
Council when Claire L. Gaudiani ’66 began her presidency in 
1988. Designed and fabricated by Richard Scheller ’73, it contains 
brass sleeves with the names of the College presidents.

‘Pomp and Circumstance.’ The trio section from Sir Edward 
Elgar’s “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1” is the most 
popular musical piece played at American graduations. The first 
of five marches by the composer, the piece is a perfect tune for 
a graduation because its inspirational quality elicits feelings of 
promise and optimism, while its stately, wistful quality suggests 
that a milestone has been reached – that we are bidding farewell 
to the past.

The Presidential Medallion. Featuring the Connecticut College seal, 
the presidential medallion is worn on ceremonial occasions as part 
of the president’s regalia. It was created for the Inauguration of the 
College’s 10th president, Leo I. Higdon Jr., and was a gift of 
Trustee Emeritus Linda J. Lear, a 1962 graduate of the College.
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#ConnColl2014
Celebrate the Class of 2014 on social media. We invite you to share 
your photos and well wishes on Instagram and Twitter. Include the 
hashtag #ConnColl2014 to join the conversation, which you can 
follow at www.conncoll.edu/commencement.
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THE MANCHESTER PIPE BAND
The Manchester Pipe Band is a not-for-profit organization 
focused on performance and instruction of traditional Scottish 
and Irish music, and is based in Manchester, Connecticut. 
Organized in 1914 by the large immigrant community that 
worked principally in the textile mills of Manchester, the band 
has operated continuously for 109 years, making it one of the 

oldest bagpipe bands in North America. A year-round schedule 
of performance, instruction and musical competition has the 
band performing at local musical events and ceremonies, 
providing tuition-free instruction on a weekly basis, and 
traveling regularly with two competition groups in the eastern 
United States, Canada and occasionally Scotland.

Saxophones: Erik Elligers, Malin Carta, Mike Levinthal, Josh Thomas, Lisa LaDone
Trumpets: Don Clough, Luke Wingfield, Tom Brown, Haneef Nelson

Trombones: Sean Nelson, Leroy Loomer, Vince Yanovitch, Wes Mayhew
Rhythm Section: Jen Allen, Gianni Gardner, Lou Bocciarelli, Nathan Lassell

NEW LONDON BIG BAND



32

#ConnColl2023 #CamelGrad
Celebrate the Class of 2023 on social media. 

We invite you to share your photos on social media using these hashtags and filters!

The livestream of the Commencement ceremony can be found at conncoll.edu/commencement 
and viewed on smartphones, tablets and computers.

Four areas are designated as gathering spaces for faculty and graduates who wish to 
connect immediately following the ceremony.

Arts – �green side of the Athey Center for Performance and Research at Palmer Auditorium, 
across from the information tent

Humanities – in front of Blaustein Humanities Center
Social Sciences – green side of Frederic Bill Hall
Sciences – green side of science center at New London Hall




